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Biden hosts GOP, Dem 'good friends' seeking court support 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden hosted 
both parties' Senate Judici- 
ary Committee leaders at 
the White House on Tues- 
day as Democrats worked 
to gain significant GOP 
support for his Supreme 
Court nominee — a steep 
challenge in a Senate that 
has been sharply and bit- 
terly divided over the past 
three confirmations. 

He also reached out to 
Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell, discuss- 
ing the upcoming replace- 
ment of Justice Stephen 
Breyer by phone. At the 
White House, Biden called 
Judiciary Chairman Dick 
Durbin of Illinois and the top 
Republican on the panel, 
lowa Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
"two good friends" and not- 
ed that the three of them 
had worked on many Su- 


pienig Court RORIEMONS President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting with Vice President Kamala Harris, Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., chairman of the Senate 
together in their decades Judiciary Committee, and Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, the ranking member, to discuss the upcoming Supreme Court vacancy in 
on the panel. the Oval Office of the White House, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, in Washington. 
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He noted that the Consti- 
tution calls for Senate "ad- 
vice and consent," on a 
nominee, and he said, "I'm 
serious when | say | want 
the advice of the Senate as 
well as the consent." 

As Biden mulls a replace- 
ment for Breyer — a Black 
woman, he has promised 
— Durbin has been propos- 
ing a ceasefire of sorts after 
wrenching partisan fights 
over former President Don- 
ald Trump's three nominees. 
The Democratic Illinois sen- 
ator has been vigorously 
reaching out to GOP col- 
leagues since Breyer an- 
nounced last week that he 
will step down this summer. 
McConnell, the leader of 
Senate Republicans, em- 


phasized in his phone con- 
versation with Biden the 
importance of a nominee 
who believes in judicial in- 
dependence and will resist 
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President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris meet with 
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill, right, chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, and Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, left, the ranking 
member, to discuss the upcoming Supreme Court vacancy in 
the Oval Office of the White House, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, in 
Washington. 


efforts by politicians to bully 
the court or change the 
structure of the judicial sys- 
tem, a McConnell spokes- 
man said. 

The meetings are an at- 
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tempt at détente by the 
president, who along with 
Durbin and Grassley is a 
veteran of a bygone era 
when Supreme Court jus- 
tices were confirmed with 
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overwhelming support from 
both parties. Durbin called 
their meeting "old home 
week." 

Senate confirmation § of 
Biden's nominee is far from 
assured, as advocates push 
him to nominate a strong 
liberal and some Senate 
Republicans criticize the 
president even before he 
makes his decision. 

At a committee meeting 
Tuesday morning, Grass- 
ley criticized Democratic 
advocates who pressured 
Breyer to retire, and he 
said nominees should be 
judged "solely on their qual- 
ifications." He said he told 
the president "that | want 
somebody that's going to 
interpret law, not make 
law." 

Maine Sen. Susan Collins, a 
moderate Republican who 
might be the most likely 
GOP senator to vote for a 
Biden nominee, called the 
president's handling of the 
nomination so far "clumsy." 
Other Republicans have 
openly stoked a debate 
over Biden's promise to 
nominate a Black woman. 
Mississippi Sen. Roger Wick- 
er said he views the pro- 
cess as "affirmative action." 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz said 
it's discriminatory because 
Biden is saying "wrong skin 
pigment and wrong Y chro- 
mosome" to white men and 
women. 

The court was made up 
entirely of white men for 
almost two centuries. Jus- 
tice Clarence Thomas and 
the late Thurgood Marshall 
are the only two Black men 
who have served on the 
court. 

There has never been a 
Black woman. 

Durbin has noted that Re- 
publican Presidents Ronald 
Reagan and Donald Trump 
both promised to pick 
women and were praised 
when they nominated 
Sandra Day O'Connor 
and Amy Coney Barrett, 
respectively. There have 
been only five female jus- 
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tices in U.S. history, while 
there have been 110 men. 
"It is not uncommon for 
a president of the United 
States in filling a Supreme 
Court vacancy to. an- 
nounce in advance what 
type of person he wants," 
Durbin said Monday. 
Collins is a particularly im- 
portant target for Demo- 
crats. She has voted for 
some of Biden's lower court 
judges and against Barrett's 
nomination in 2020. Durbin 
called her within hours of 
learning that Breyer would 
step down, and has made 
clear that Democrats won't 
rush the confirmation, in 
line with her call for a delib- 
erate process. 

While Collins said Sunday 
that Biden had "helped 
politicize the entire nomi- 
nation process," she also 
thanked Durbin for reach- 
ing out and saying he will 
provide whatever informa- 
tion she may need. 

Collins said she wants "dig- 
nified hearings" and bipar- 
tisan support — but added 
that it depends on who the 
nominee is. 

"The reason for us to try to 
get the nomination process 
back to the way it used to 
be when Supreme Court 
nominees were frequently 
confirmed overwhelmingly 
is the credibility of the court 
is at stake," she said. "If the 
court is perceived by the 
American public as a politi- 
cal institution, that is harm- 
ful and undermines support 
for its decisions." 

Two other Republicans 
have signaled they could 
vote for a Biden nominee 
— if itis the right one. South 
Carolina Sens. Lindsey Gra- 
ham and Tim Scott have 
both praised J. Michelle 
Childs, a federal judge 
who got her law degree 
from the University of South 
Carolina School of Law. The 
White House has said Childs 
is under consideration. 
"She has wide support in 
our state," Graham said 
Sunday on CBS.L) 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL and 
FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 

Native American _ tribes 
have reached settlements 
over the toll of opioids total- 
ing $590 million with drug- 
maker Johnson & Johnson 
and the country's three 
largest drug distribution 
companies, according to a 
court filing made Tuesday. 
The filing in U.S. District 
Court in Cleveland lays 
out the broad terms of the 
settlements with Johnson 
& Johnson and distribution 
companies Amerisource- 
Bergen, Cardinal Health 
and McKesson. Some de- 
tails are still being hashed 
out. 

All federally recognized 
tribes in the U.S. will be able 
to participate in the settle- 
ments, even if they did not 
sue over opioids. And there 
could be settlements be- 
tween other firms in the in- 
dustry and tribes, many of 
which have been hit hard 
by the overdose crisis. 

W. Ron Allen, chair of the 
Jamestown k'Klallam Tribe 
in Sequim, Washington, 
called it a big deal for 
tribes to reach their own 
settlement, in contrast with 
tobacco industry deals in 
the 1990s that left out Na- 
tive American groups. 
Allen doesn't expect his 
tribe of about 550 people 
to get much from the set- 
tlement, but it will help in 
its efforts to build a healing 
center that will address opi- 
oid addiction, he said. 
"Every penny counts, so 
we'll take it and run with it," 
he said. 

One study cited in the set- 
tlement found that Native 
Americans have had the 
highest per capita rate of 
opioid overdose of any 
population group in 2015. 
"American Indians have 
suffered the highest per 
capita rate of opioid over- 
dose and are more likely 
than other group in the 
United States to die from 
drug-induced deaths," said 
Douglas Yankton, chair 
of the Spirit Lake Nation in 
North Dakota, in a state- 
ment. "The dollars that will 
flow to Tribes under this ini- 
tial settlement will help fund 
crucial, on-reservation, Cul- 
turally appropriate opioid 
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Native American tribes reach $590 million opioid settlement 


This June 17, 2019, file photo shows 5-mg pills of Oxycodone. 


treatment services." 

More than 400 tribes and 
intertribal organizations 
representing about 80% of 
tribal citizens have sued 
over opioids. 

New Brunswick, New Jer- 
sey-based Johnson & 
Johnson — whose opioids 
included Duragesic and 
Nucynta but which has 
stopped selling opioids — 
said in a statement Tues- 
day that the settlement is 
not an admission of liability 
or wrongdoing. Cardinal, 
based in Columbus, Ohio, 
declined to comment, and 
the other distributors did 
not immediately respond 
to requests for comment. 
Under the deal, Johnson & 
Johnson would pay $150 
million over two years. Am- 
erisourceBergen, based in 
Conshohocken, — Pennsyl- 
vania; McKesson, based 
in Irving, Texas; and Cardi- 
nal would contribute $440 
million in total over seven 
years. 

Each tribe could decide 
whether to participate but 
would be required to use 
the money to deal with the 
opioid epidemic. 

The deal would take effect 
when 95% of the tribes with 
lawsuits against the com- 
panies agree to the settle- 
ment, said Tara Sutton, a 
lawyer whose firm is repre- 
senting 28 tribes. 
Settlements are also in the 
works between tribes and 
other companies involved 
in opioids, Sutton said. 


The 
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newly announced deals are separate from a 


$75 million one the Chero- 
kee Nation and the three 
distribution companies 
reached last year ahead 
of a trial. 

The same four companies 
are nearing the final stages 
of approval of settlements 
worth $26 billion with state 
and local governments 
across the U.S. They have 
until later this month to 
decide whether enough 
government entities have 
signed on to continue in 
the deal. 

The money for tribes will 
come out of the larger set- 
tlements. 

The tribal settlements are 
part of about $40 billion 
worth of settlements, pen- 
alties and fines rung up 
over the years by compa- 
nies over their role in opi- 
oids. L) 
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Winter storm to bring snow, ice across wide swath of U.S. 


By PAUL J. WEBER 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A 
huge swath of the U.S. 
braced Tuesday for a ma- 
jor winter storm that was 
expected to dump heavy 
snow in the Rockies, ice 
highways, disrupt travel 
across the Midwest and 
plunge temperatures be- 
low freezing in Texas. 
Airlines had canceled more 
than 800 flights in the U.S. 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
the flight tracking service 
FlightAware.com_ showed, 
including many in St. Louis 
and Chicago. 

The approaching blast of 
winter weather had many 
Texas residents on. alert 
nearly a year after a cata- 
strophic freeze that buck- 
led the state's power grid 
and knocked power out for 
days, causing hundreds of 
deaths in one of the worst 
blackouts in U.S. history. 
But the forecast this week 
— which includes freezing 
rain and potentially snow 
around Dallas and_ Fort 
Worth— does not call for 
the same prolonged and 
frigid temperatures like the 
February 2021 storm. 

"No one can guarantee 
that there won't be any" 
outages caused by de- 
mand on the grid, Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott said 
during a briefing in Austin, 
where state officials de- 
fended their readiness for 
the days ahead. "But what 
we will work to achieve, 
and what we're prepared 
to achieve is that power is 
going to stay on across the 


City of Chicago Department of Streets and Sanitation employees load a salt truck at a city salt 
dome in anticipation of a winter storm Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, in Chicago. 


entire state." 

In November, Abbott had, 
in fact, made a guaran- 
tee ahead of winter: "I can 
guarantee the lights will 
stay on," he told Austin tele- 
vision station KTBC. 

Abbott, whose handling 
of last year's blackouts is a 
top line of attack for Dem- 
ocrats as the Republican 
seeks a third term in 2022, 
said thousands of miles of 
roads in Texas will become 
"extraordinarily dangerous" 
over the coming days. But 
he said the state's power 
grid had enough capac- 
ity to handle the expected 
surge in demand this week 
once temperatures plum- 
met. 

"The question has always 


been if we get a repeat of 
last year, would the power 
stay on? And this is no- 
where near a repeat of last 
year," said Doug Lewin, an 
energy consultant in Austin 
who has criticized Texas' re- 
sponse to the blackouts as 
insufficient. 

Winter storm watches and 
warnings covered a wide 
swath of the country from 
El Paso, Texas, through the 
Midwest and parts of the 
Northeast to Burlington, 
Vermont. The storm follows 
a vicious nor'easter that 
brought blizzard conditions 
to many parts of the East 
Coast. 

Canceled flights began to 
mount Tuesday, with St. Lou- 
is leading the list with more 
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than 60% of its scheduled 
departures for Wednesday 
canceled. Chicago O'Hare 
International Airport can- 
celed about 90 of its de- 
parting flights, and airports 
in Kansas City and Detroit 
were also canceling more 
flights than usual. 

During the multiday storm 
this week, some areas may 
see a mix of rain and freez- 
ing rain before it changes 
to snow. 

"It will be a very messy sys- 
tem and will make travel 
very difficult," said Marty 
Rausch, a_ meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service in College Park, 
Maryland. 

Illinois lawmakers canceled 
their three scheduled days 


of session this week as the 
central part of the state 
prepares for heavy snow, 
ice and high wind gusts in 
the region. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice said 6 to 12 inches (15 
to 30 centimeters) of snow 
was expected by Thurs- 
day morning in parts of the 
Rockies and Midwest, while 
heavy ice is likely from Tex- 
as through the Ohio Valley. 
On Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, the weather service 
said 8 to 14 inches (20 to 36 
centimeters) of snow was 
possible in parts of Michi- 
gan, including Detroit. From 
Wednesday through Friday 
morning, 9 to 14 inches (23 
to 36 centimeters) of snow 
was forecast in northwest- 
ern Ohio. 

In Tulsa, Oklahoma, where 
up to 7 inches (18 centi- 
meters) of snow and sleet 
are forecast but little ice, 
emergency management 
director Joe Kralicek said 
the event is not expected 
to cause large-scale power 
outages based on an ice 
index used by the National 
Weather Service. 

"We could see some power 
outages, however, it's also 
suggesting that they be 
limited in scope and nature 
and very short term in dura- 
tion," Kralicek said. 

Becky Gligo, director of 
the nonprofit Housing Solu- 
tions in Tulsa said teams are 
working to move homeless 
people into shelters ahead 
of overnight lows that are 
expected to drop into sin- 
gle digits by Friday night.Q) 


Authorities get set to tow a vehicle involved a six-car crash at 
the scene of a fatal crash on West Cheyenne Avenue in North 
Las Vegas, Sunday, Jan. 30, 2022. 
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U.S. road deaths rise at record pace as 
risky driving persists 


By HOPE YEN 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The number of U.S. traffic 
deaths surged in the first 
nine months of 2021 to 
31,720, the government 
reported Tuesday, keep- 
ing up a record pace of 
increased dangerous driv- 
ing during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The estimated figure of 
people dying in motor vehi- 
cle crashes from January to 
September 2021 was 12% 
higher than the same pe- 
riod in 2020. That represents 


the highest percentage in- 
crease over a nine-month 
period since the Transpor- 
tation Department began 
recording fatal crash data 
in 1975. 

The tally of 31,720 deaths 
was the highest nine-month 
figure since 2006. 

Federal data from the de- 
partment's National High- 
way Traffic Safety Adminis- 
tration showed that traffic 
fatalities increased during 
the nine-month period in 
38 states, led by those in 
the West and South such as 


Idaho, Nevada and Texas, 
and was flat in two states. 
The numbers declined in 
10 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

NHTSA also plans to move 
forward on rulemaking to 
require automatic emer- 
gency braking in all new 
passenger vehicles, and 
set new standards on car 
safety performance by em- 
phasizing crash-avoidance 
features such as lane- 
keeping assistance, though 
no firm deadlines were set 
for action.) 


Spain: 


By ARITZ PARRA 
MADRID (AP) — After de- 
cades of neglect, victims of 
sexual abuse by the Span- 
ish clergy say that they are 
finally seeing momentum 
building in their quest for 
real accountability and 
reparations. 

On Tuesday, Spanish law- 
makers took the first step to- 
ward opening a parliamen- 
tary inquiry on the issue, a 
move that victims hail as a 
potential game-changer. 
Prosecutors are also step- 
ping up efforts to dig deep- 
er into existing and new 
allegations. And _ Spain's 
left-to-center government 
is gauging whether to back 
the parliamentary probe 
or to launch another inde- 
pendent effort. 

"It looks like as if public in- 
stitutions have finally re- 
alized that the raping of 
children is of general inter- 
est, a grave violation of 
human rights and that the 
state should intervene," 
said Miguel Hurtado, who 
has campaigned against 
impunity since disclosing 
his own account of being 
abused at a monastery in 
northeastern Spain. 

"We can't say we are happy 
until we see results, but this 
is a very hopeful moment 
for those of us fighting to be 
noticed for years," said Fer- 


Clergy abuse victims 
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Miguel Hurtado, who has campaigned against impunity since disclosing his own account of being 


abused at a monastery in northeastern Spain, poses for a picture in front of a Spanish parliament 
in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022. 


nando Garcia Salmones, 
spokesman of the Robbed 
Childhood Association of 
sexual abuse victims. 

Garcia Salmones, who is 
among the few victims 
who have received com- 
pensation from a religious 
order, said that the ques- 
tion is no longer whether 
Spain should investigate 
the abuses. The debate, he 
said, has shifted: "Now it's 
more about how to do it, 


and who should do if." 

The stacking up of differ- 
ent initiatives comes after 
Spain's leading newspa- 
per, El Pais, documented 
at least 611 cases of abus- 
es perpetrated by priests, 
members of religious or- 
ders and people working 
for them over several de- 
cades, involving at least 
1,246 victims. 

In late December, the pa- 
per shared a list including 
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some of the abuses it had 
found with Pope Francis, 
who has tried to sensitize 
the church to the prob- 
lem of clergy abuse and 
passed laws to hold the 
hierarchy accountable for 
covering it up. 

The Vatican hasn't publicly 
responded to the El Pais re- 
ports or the database. Pre- 
viously, it has commented 
after independent reports 
have produced their find- 


hopeful at signs to end impunity 
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But Spanish media have 
reported that the pope 
breached the topic during 
a meeting last month with 
emissaries of the Spanish 
Episcopal Conference. 

The body representing the 
bishops of all Soain has re- 
jected opening up a com- 
prehensive investigation 
and instead encourages 
victims to come forward 
and report their allegations 
to offices that it has set up 
in each of the country's di- 
oceses. 

"The only ones missing in 
this latest wave of efforts 
are the Spanish bishops, 
who should step aside and 
refrain from obstructing ef- 
forts to investigate," said 
Hurtado, adding that the 
Catholic Church in Spain 
should open up its archives 
and be ready to financially 
compensate victims. 
"Politicians should pass laws 
to make sure that bishops 
go to jail if they covered up 
abuse cases," he added. 

El Pais has reported that 
only nine of Spain's 31 dio- 
ceses have reached out to 
the newsroom or directly to 
some of the victims in the 
paper's investigation. 

The Episcopal Conference 
declined to comment on 
the latest moves to investi- 
gate the abuse. L) 


New U.S. envoy to Japan vows support amid regional tensions 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI and 
HARUKA NUGA 

TOKYO (AP) — Washington 
is "fully committed" to work- 
ing with Japan to confront 
growing regional tensions, 
the new U.S. ambassador 
to Tokyo, Rahm Emanuel, 
said Tuesday. 

Emanuel was speaking at 
a meeting with Japanese 
Foreign Miniser Yoshimasa 
Hayashi, where the two 
discussed issues including 
North Korea's missile ad- 
vancement and China's in- 
creasingly assertive actions 
in the Asia Pacific. 

"The United States is fully 
committed to working with 
Japan as a full ally to coun- 
ter the challenges and to 
really realizing our shared 
vision for a truly free and 
open Indo-Pacific," said 
Emanuel. 


The American envoy criti- 
cized China's use of "coer- 
cion, intimidation and dis- 
information" as its influence 
rises in the region. 

Emanuel arrived in Tokyo in 
late January, amid esca- 
lating North Korean missile 
tests. 

"North Korea is testing mis- 
sile Capabilities, testing re- 
gional stability and testing 
the global community's pa- 
tience," he said. 

North Korea on Monday 
said it test-launched the 
day before an intermedi- 
ate-range ballistic missile 
capable of reaching the 
U.S. territory of Guam, the 
North's most — significant 
weapon launch in years, 
as Washington has vowed 
support for its Asian allies. 
Emanuel also called Rus- 
sia's amassing of military 


force along the Ukraine 
border "a clear and conse- 
quential threat to peace, 
security and a rules-based 
system." 

Hayashi said he hoped to 
"develop a relationship in 
which we can have can- 
did discussions so that we 
can further strengthen our 
alliance." 

Emanuel's ambassador- 
ship to Japan will become 
official after he presents 
his credentials to Emperor 
Naruhito in a palace cer- 
emony. Afterwards he is ex- 
pected to meet with Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida, Jap- 
anese media reported. 
Emanuel is a former three- 
term congressman who 
served as Barack Obama's 
first White House chief of 
staff and was a senior ad- 
viser in Bill Clinton's admin- 


Japan's Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, right, fist bumps 
with new U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel during a 
meeting in Tokyo on Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022. 


istration. 

Emanuel arrived in Japan 
to assume the post at a 
moment when. President 
Joe Biden is trying to in- 
crease focus on the Indo- 
Pacific and strengthen the 
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U.S.-Japan partnership. 

The post of U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Japan was vacant 
for more than two years 
after William Hagerty left 
in July 2019 to run for the 
Senate.) 
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U.S. military fired missiles during Yemen Houthi attack on UAE 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — The U.S. military 
launched interceptor mis- 
siles during an attack by 
Yemen's Houthi rebels that 
targeted the United Arab 
Emirates during a visit by 
Israel's president, the sec- 
ond-such time American 
troops have opened fire, 
officials said. 

The acknowledgement by 
the White House and Pen- 
tagon late Monday repre- 
sent a widening American 
involvement in Yemen's 
yearslong war, a conflict 
that President Joe Biden 
declared nearly a_ year 
ago "has to end." 

While the U.S. has ended 
offensive support to the 
Saudi-led coalition fighting 
on behalf of Yemen's exiled 
government, their involve- 
ment in defending the UAE 
comes as the rebel Houthis 
have declared Al-Dhafra 
Air Base in Abu Dhabi a tar- 
get. Al-Dhafra hosts some 
2,000 American troops and 
has served as a major base 
of operations for everything 
from armed drones to F-35 
stealth fighters. 

Speaking from the White 
House, press secretary Jen 
Psaki said the U.S. military 
"resoonded to an inbound 
missile threat on the UAE. 
"This involved the employ- 
ment of Patriot interceptors 
to ... (support) efforts by the 
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In this photo released by the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army Spc. Scottlin Bartlett of the 5-52 Air Defense 
Artillery Battalion signals to a colleague while working near a Patriot missile battery at Al-Dhafra 
Air Base in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, May 5, 2021. 


armed forces of the UAE," 
Psaki said. "| would say we 
are working quite closely 
with them." 

At the Pentagon, press sec- 
retary John Kirby said that 
"U.S. Patriots were fired, but 
it was the Emirati surface- 
to-air missiles that actually 
engaged the targets." 


Asked if that would _in- 
clude targets outside of 
Al-Dhafra, Kirby said: " If we 
can help defend our Emi- 
rati partners, we're going to 
do that." 

Biden also mentioned the 
attack on the UAE at the 
White House during a vis- 
it by Qatar's ruling emir, 
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Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, saying that "Amer- 
ica will have the backs of 
our friends in the region." 
The Emirati military, as with 
a similar attack last week, 
did not acknowledge 
that the American military 
opened fire. 

The autocratic UAE, a fed- 


eration of seven sheikh- 
doms on the Arabian Pen- 
insula, has threatened 
criminal charges against 
anyone filming an attack 
or outgoing interceptor fire. 
The UAE's state-run WAM 


news agency reported 
Monday's interception, 
saying ‘the attack did 


not result in any losses, as 
the remnants of the bal- 
listic missile fell outside the 
populated areas." It wasn't 
immediately clear where 
the remnants fell, though 
American Patriot missiles 
are thought only to be de- 
ployed at Al-Dhatfra. 

The attack came just be- 
fore Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog's visit to Dubai Expo 
2020. 

A Jan. 17 attack on Abu 
Dhabi by the Houthis killed 
three people and wound- 
ed six at an Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Co. fuel depot 
near Al-Dhafra. 

The war in Yemen has be- 
come the world's worst hu- 
manitarian crisis. Saudi-led 
airstrikes using American- 
made bombs have killed 
schoolchildren and _ civil- 
ians. The UAE paid off local 
al-Qaida fighters to avoid 
fighting and controlled pris- 
ons where torture and sex- 
val abuse were rampant. 
Meanwhile, Yemen's Houthi 
rebels have employ child 
soldiers and indiscriminate- 
ly laid landmines during the 
country's civil war.) 


Heavy gunfire heard near Guinea-Bissau's Government Palace 


President of Guinea-Bissau Umaro Sissoco Embalo arrives for a 
dinner at the Elysee Palace as part of the Paris Peace Forum, in 
Paris, Nov. 11, 2021. 


By VAGNER BARBOSA 

BISSAU, Guinea-Bissau (AP) 
— Heavy gunfire erupted 
Tuesday near the Govern- 


Associated Press 


ment Palace in Guinea- 
Bissau's capital, witnesses 
said, raising fears of a coup 
attempt in this West African 


country with a long history 
of military takeovers. 

The state broadcaster has 
reported that the shooting 
has damaged the govern- 
ment building and _ that 
"invaders" are holding of- 
ficials. 

President Umaro Cissoko 
Embalo, a former army 
general, was believed to 
be inside the building at 
the time of the attack. 

The 15-nation West African 
regional bloc known as 
ECOWAS, already grap- 
pling with three other 
coups in member states 
over the last 18 months, 
called Tuesday's violence 
a coup attempt and said 
it is following the situation in 
Bissau "with great concern." 


"ECOWAS condemns this 
coup attempt and holds 
the military responsible for 
the bodily integrity of Presi- 
dent Umaro Sissoco Em- 
balo and the members of 
his government," the state- 
ment said in a tweet. 
Embalo was declared the 
winner of the December 
2019 runoff vote, though 
the results were contested 
by his opponent, Domin- 
gos Simoes Pereira. Embalo 
then started forming a new 
government with support 
from the military while a Su- 
preme Court election chal- 
lenge was still pending. 
Since gaining indepen- 
dence from Portugal in 
1974, Guinea-Bissau has 
experienced four coup 


d'etats and more than a 
dozen attempted coups. 
The small nation of around 
1.5 million people, has long 
been beset by corruption 
and drug trafficking. In the 
2000s, it became known as 
a transit point for cocaine 
between Latin America 
and Europe as traffickers 
profited from corruption 
and weak law enforce- 
ment. 

West Africa has seen a 
spate of coups since Au- 
gust 2020, with military jun- 
tas grabbing power in Mali, 
Guinea and Burkina Faso. 
Despite international pres- 
sure for a return to consti- 
tutional rule, none of the 
military rulers have yet to 
organize new elections.L) 
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MEXICO CITY (AP) — A jour- 
nalist with an online news 
outlet was preparing to 
record a video interview 
Monday when he was shot 
by assailants, becoming 
the fourth journalist killed in 
less than a month in Mex- 
ico, the outlet's director 
said. 

Roberto Toledo had just ar- 
rived at the law offices of 
the deputy director of the 
outlet, Monitor Michoa- 
can, when three armed 
men shot him, said Monitor 
director Armando Linares, 
who had also planned to 
be there. 

"Twenty minutes before | 
had told him by phone that 
we were going to meet at 
the office to interview a 
person," Linares said. "I got 
held up a little and he ar- 
rives before | do, goes in, 
closes the door, but almost 
immediately they rang." 
Prosecutors in the western 
state of Michoacan said 
they were investigating the 
case in the city of Zitacu- 
aro. The Michoacan State 
Attorney's Office said in a 
statement that Toledo died 
from his wounds at a hospi- 
tal. 

Toledo recorded video sto- 
ries and had been working 
for Monitor Michoacan for 
two years, Linares said. 
Linares painted a delicate 
landscape of risky report- 
ing. His outlet was covering 
sensitive issues: three In- 
digenous communities are 
working toward self-gov- 
ernment; organized crime 
is active in the area; and 
there is illegal logging and 
corruption in local govern- 
ment. 

He said in a video message 
announcing the death ear- 
lier Monday that the web- 
site had received threats 
for reporting on govern- 
mental corruption 

"For exposing corrupt ad- 
ministrations and corrupt 
officials and politicians, to- 


7 
i> me * a 


WoO RLD NEWS WEDNESDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2022 


Workation? 


Get your Prepaid Wireless Broadband 
and stay connected everywhere in Aruba!!! 
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A woman posts photos of murdered journalists during a national protest against the murder of 
journalists Lourdes Maldonado and freelance photojournalist Margarito Martinez, in Mexico City, 


Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022. 


day that led to to death of 
one of our colleagues," Lin- 
ares said. 

"The Monitor Michoacan 
team has suffered weeks, 
months of death threats. 
We know where all of 
this comes from," Linares 
added, though he did not 
identify those he thought 
responsible. 

Linares said he was now re- 
ceiving protection from the 
National Guard. 

Jan-Albert Hootsen, the 
Mexico representative for 
the Committee to Protect 
Journalists, said Toledo 
worked ds a camera op- 
erator and video editor for 
Monitor Michoacan. 

"We are classifying him as 
a media worker or press 
worker," Hootsen said. 
Toledo was filming a new 
video column by Monitor 
Michoacan's deputy direc- 
tor, Joel Vera, a local law- 
yer, at Vera's office when 
the gunmen arrived, Hoot- 
sen said. 

Jesus Ramirez, spokesman 
for President Andrés Manu- 
el L6pez Obrador, said via 


Twitter that the administra- 
tion condemned Toledo's 
killing. "We will work to- 
gether with the state and 
municipal governments to 
clear up the case," Ramirez 
wrote. "We will not allow 
impunity. We defend free- 
dom of expression and the 
right to information." 

In a subsequent message, 
Ramirez said the initial in- 
vestigation suggested Tole- 
do worked in a legal office 
not as a journalist. 

The National Academy of 
Radio and Television Jour- 
nalists said in a statement 
that Toledo and_ other 
members of the Monitor 
Michoacan staff had de- 
nounced aggression and 
death threats connected 
to their work. 

Toledo was enrolled in 
the federal government's 
protection system for jour- 
nalists and human rights 
defenders known as "el 
mecanismo" or mecha- 
nism, the academy said. 
It did not say what sort of 
protection Toledo had re- 
ceived. It can range from 
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Journalist slain at interview -- Mexico's 4th this month 


carrying a panic button to 
alert authorities in case of 
emergency to surveillance 
cameras installed around a 
home or even bodyguards. 
Linares, however, said that 
he did not think Toledo was 
enrolled in any protection 
system. He said the outlet's 
deputy director did receive 
protection. 

The unprecedented spate 
of killings has put reporters 
on edge across Mexico, 
and sparked protests ear- 
lier this month. The govern- 
ment says over 50 journalists 
have been slain in Mexico 
since December 2018. 

In the border city of Tijuana, 
two journalists were killed in 
the space of a week. On 
Jan. 17, crime photogra- 
pher Margarito Martinez 
was gunned down outside 
his home. L) 
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Taste limitless possibilities at Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
tearm explores without boundaries and steps with both feet 
outside of the box to create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue Residences 
on scenic Eagle Beach is a chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners are able to interact with the staff and other 
quests alike throughout the evening. 


™ joinusforan & 
unforgettable expericnee. 
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teserve your seats. 


oJ +297 260 88 69 
© www. infiniaruba.com 
9 J.-E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
¥ infiniArubo 
© infiniorubo 
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Testing Center 


Fit2/ly 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


NAAT (Abott ID): 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 
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6:00 PM) Medcare near Court 


Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


Tempting times 

Do you remember the feeling as a kid, when 
you went to the store with yourmom and the 
baker gave you a sweet roll, the butcher a 
slice of ham and they all took time to talk to 
each other? That time when doing groceries 
on a Saturday meant fun, making friends, and 
creating connections. To be fully aware in 
the moment and enjoying the time together 
sounds like a controversy today. Everything is 
efficient, there’s no-time-to-waste and while 
doing one task the mind is already thinking 
ahead to what is next on your to-do list. 

Did Covid-19 teach us anything? Weren't we 
telling each other during the lockdown that 
we would pay more attention to each other? 
Wasn't the message that health and happi- 
ness is SO much more valuable than hitting 
targets and implement to-do tasks? The pan- 
demic prevents us from connecting physical- 
ly. Tight hugs and shaking hands firmly are no 
longer a natural thing. We live in a world of 
face masks hides smiles, and hands are sani- 
tized after each touch. This is not who we are. 
We are in search for connection. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent 
one for vacation in Aruba and you are look- 


ing for that match, the question now is how 
to click with a person that offers a personal 
touch? One who pays genuine attention and 
has sincere interest in what you want? This 
different approach to real estate is what sets 
Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator 
instead of a real estate broker. “The personal 
touch is essential to me. | am stepping aside 
of the image that real estate brokers are only 
in for the commission. This image does not fit 
me at all, | am in for my passion, and | can 
only do this from the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 

Services offered by Aruba Living Today are 
House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, 
Property Management, Vacation Rental, 
Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, As- 
sist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, 
Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting 
in Import of Furniture. Randolph and his busi- 
ness partner Berend Prenger are a fantastic, 
experienced duo, each of them specialists in 
the field. Berend is also a certified appraiser 
within the Dutch Kingdom meaning he does 
your appraisal report that is accepted by alll 
banks and he delivers within three days. “This 
definitely speeds up the process of buying,” 
Prenger adds. 


SAME DAY RESULT! , 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic 
Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm 
ambiance that emphasizes the philosophy 
of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments 
and a homey setting form the décor for you 
to sit and talk about your dream house or in- 
vestment. “My goal was to do real estate in a 
different way when | established this compa- 
ny June 1st 2009. Not from the perspective of 
only selling, but to look for the perfect match 
between dream house and client. My phi- 
losophy is: it will only work when all involved 
are happy and connected by that personal 
touch.” 

Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our Customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. As a 
member of the Aruban Real Estate Associa- 
tion, they are listed also on the website www. 
arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of the 
most advanced realtors on the island. Aruba 
Living Today is featured on House Hunters, so- 
cial media, Aruba Living Today and of course 
in Aruba Today’s newspaper.L) 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


UNICEF will continue to provide technical 
support to Aruba for child protection 


ORANJESTAD - Last week, 


the “Nationale Postcode 
Loterij” (National Postcode 
Lottery) of the Netherlands, 
indicated that the subsidy 
requested by UNICEF NL 
was approved. 


The request was approved 
after the successful screen- 
ing last year. 

UNICEF NL will work in col- 
laboration with the Minis- 
tries of Aruba and Curacao 
to fortify the child protec- 
tion system, especially in 
these times. It is essential 
to provide this support to 
these islands, especially 


after the social-economic 
impact caused by the pan- 
demic. 

The financial support is 2.3 
million Euros and is destined 
for some already defined 
projects in Aruba and Cu- 
racao in collaboration and 
agreement between Aru- 
ba and the Netherlands. 
Professionals of Aruba and 
Curacao will work together 
to help protect the children 
while structurally improving 
and optimizing the system. 
The objective of this system 
is to have the children grow 
up in a secure environment 
without violence — while 


providing them all the op- 
portunities to develop opti- 
mally and show their talent 
without restrictions. 

The themes and goals of 
the NPL are to create a 
base for the “Padlet-Needs 
Assessment”, as indicated 
last year by the profession- 
als. Planning of the activi- 
ties for Aruba for the pe- 
riod 2022-2024 will start in 
collaboration with these 
professionals, as approved 
by the NPL and European 
Commission. All of this is un- 
der strict supervision based 
on the goals, and UNICEF 
NL will provide technical 


support throughout the en- 
tire process. 


The four areas of focus are: 

1. Early detection / Pro- 
tection Code; 

2. positive Upbringing; 

3. juvenile participation; 


inter-institu- 


4. stimulate 
tional collaboration to 
prevent child abuse. 


Soon the brainstorming ses- 
sions with the professionals 
will start, all for the benefit 
of the children in Aruba.Q) 


ORANJESTAD Fun- 
dashon Stimami Sterilisami 
announces the_ kick-off 
of its new spay and neu- 
ter program for 2022 in 
partnership with VSH Vet- 
erinary Specialty Hospital. 
The foundation intends to 
reduce the population of 
dogs and cats by means 
of spay & neutering on 
Aruba, offering subsidized 
surgeries to all. 


This program was initiated, 
and mainly sponsored, 
by Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort, supported by the 
Aruba Tourism Authority, 
Aruba Bank, Setar N.V., 
Mr. Ewald Biemans CEO 
of Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort, guest of the resort 
and local residents. With 
the help of Ellen Sirianni 


Fundashon Stimami Sterilisami; 
Kick-off sterilization campaign of dogs and cats for 2022 
os 


and Berkley Cameron 
they managed to close 
an agreement with VSH to 
help reduce the costs of 
surgery up to 66% for the 
general public and other 
non-profit organizations. 


The costs for surgery is: Fe- 
male dog: Afl 210, Male 
Dog Afl 130, Female Cat 
110, Male Cat Afl 65. An- 
tibiotics, anti inflamatory 
and anesthesia are includ- 
ed in the price. Sterilization 
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is the most effective and 
compassionate method 
to reduce the numbers 
of stray dogs and cats. 
Without sterilization a cat 
is able to give birth to 62 
kittens in a year and dogs 
up to 28 puppies, this will 
make all the hard work this 
foundation has been do- 
ing throughout the years in 
vain. With this the founda- 
tion aims to eliminate the 
suffering of dogs and cats, 
improve the quality of life 


for our local residents and 
to improve the image of 
our island in the eyes of 
our visitors and prevent for 
these animals to be send 
to the kill cage. Between 
2016 — 2021 the founda- 
tion managed to steril- 
ize 27,724 dogs and cats, 
even though it’ s a great 
achievement there is still 
more to be done. 


Dogs and cats need to be 
registered online at: www. 
stimamisterilisami.com 
and need to be at least 6 
months to do the surgery. 
Fundashon Stimami Steril- 
isami is a non-profit orga- 
nization that uses 100% of 
its donations to offer par- 
tial or full subsidy for the 
sterilization procedure for 
house pets and strayed 
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Stimami. Sterilisami. 


pets. Donations are ex- 
tremely important for this 
foundation in order to 
continue its purpose. 


For more information go 
to www.stimamisterilisami. 
com.) 


For donations: 

Fundashon stimami_ steril- 
isami 

Aruba Bank 6012630190 
Swiftcode: ARUBAWAX 
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NATURALMENTEITALIANO[J & 


Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your 


Aruban experience 


A happy island needs each visitor to get involved in 
tourist activities where what is prioritized is resoect for 
the natural, cultural and social environment to define 
and understand the values of our community. With this 
type of tourism there is a positive exchange of experi- 
ences between visitors and residents, establishing a fair 
and equitable relationship in terms of the benefits that 
this activity can generate. 

In Aruba, more and more people are aware and con- 
cerned about environmental issues and the tourism 
market is also beginning to realize the negative impact 
on the environment generated by unsustainable tourist 
activities. Our society is becoming increasingly aware 
of the need to preserve our flora, fauna, soil and sea 
and heritage. In recent times, different environmental 
defense groups have emerged that exert pressure on 
public opinion in relation to the effects of tourist activi- 
ties with the sole purpose to generate revenue regard- 
less of the environmental impact it is causing. 

Our small beautiful island, like the entire planet Earth, 
is going through a decisive moment and our tourism in 
general should be governed by the principles of sus- 
tainability, in order to minimize the impact on the envi- 
ronment and local culture. 

To achieve this and generate benefits for the local 
population, we need our tourism to be aware of the 
existing socio-political reality. 

Aruba and the planet need responsible and support- 
ive tourism and all types of tourism should currently as- 
pire to this responsibility and solidarity, but the current 
reality of tourism has little to do with these objectives 
we are advocating for. 

Visitors are no longer satisfied with little and that makes 
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the demand for product quality and 
services higher. As a consequence, it 
requires a greater effort to remain com- 
petitive in the market. So our officials 
should roll theirs sleeves and put heads 
together in order to mitigate all eco- 
nomic endeavors which cause nega- 
tive impacts to the environment and 
the inhabitants of Aruba as on pristine 
destination. 


The European Alliance for Responsible 
Tourism and Hospitality (EARTH) project 
defines Responsible Tourism as: “Any 
specific tourism product or tourism pro- 
duction system in which tourists, actors 
and local providers assume responsi- 
bility for host destinations from the star, 
involving environmental, cultural, social 
and economic viability point of view. 
Aruba needs to raise awareness of its still 
unfathomable assets that could be lost 
without even knowing they exist. It is in 
the hands of its inhabitants to request 
legislative protection, safeguards and 
guaranteed protection of the existence 
of our ecosystem for our next genera- 
tion and our future visitors. 

As locals we must involve each visitor in 
the Aruba experience, share with them 
our reality and our concern. 

Etnia Nativa is a small recycled build- 
ing that has beautiful gardens and oc- 
cupies an area of 880 m2 in Westpunt. 
Ten years ago it was surrounded by land 
of wild vegetation and inhabited by a 
diverse and varied fauna. Today, as a 
result of the excessive housing growth in 
the area, ourhome museum and sanc- 
tuary houses different species in danger 
of extinction as an natural sanctuary for: 
hummingbirds, doves, chuchubi:; trupial; 
pecho gel, bats, lizards, totekis, geccos, 
crabs, beatles, mantis, santaneros, spi- 
ders. They are our daily dwellers and 
endemic fauna, even the invasive boa 
and the cane toad are casual visitors 
we wish no to see. On picture below, 
is our dreaded centipede who loves to 
scavenge and wander around for small 
insects, frogs and small rodents that lives 


under rocks boulders that are part of 
our garden. however we must be vigi- 
lant since occasionally we must prevent 
them going inside. We catch them on a 
shovel or in a carton box and transport 
them to safer place. 


In our gallery art we also display his- 
torical as well as native Aruban art and 
artifacts. Follow our guided tours con- 
ducted by its founder and curator, in- 
corporating works of art, archaeologi- 
cal objects, tools and weapons to tell 
the story of Aruba. Discover nature and 
iskand culture, through an educational 
and mind-opening session for the curi- 
ous and bohemian soul, the adventur- 
ous spirit and those interested in acquir- 
ing island knowledge. Interact and get 
infected with a good predisposition to 
share our concern for preserving your 
fragile travel destination.) 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins 
and cultural heritage? Than this private en- 
counter with our columnist anthropologist is 
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous 
setting for visitor with special interests. Ap- 
poiniment is required. etnianativa03@gmail. 
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri- 
vate reservation. 
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Millennial Money: How to get what you want at your next job 


By AMRITA JAYAKUMAR of 
NerdWallet 

Millennials have long been 
at the mercy of economic 
events, from the Great Re- 
cession to crushing levels 
of student loan debt. But 
thanks to the Great Resig- 
nation that began in 2021, 
this generation is experi- 
encing its first brush with 
power and opportunity in 
the job market. 

Millennials are midcareer 
and have more negotiat- 
ing power than their early 
days, says Carlota Zimmer- 
man, who runs her own 
namesake career coach- 
ing firm in New York City. 
That plus a hot job market 
— some 10.6 million open 
positions as of November 
2021, per the latest report 
from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics — is why exploring 
your career options right 
now is a smart move. 
Before you start polishing 
your resume, here are tips 
from career coaches on 
being strategic with your 
job search, preparing for 
negotiations and asking for 
what you want. 

GET CLARITY ON YOUR 
GOALS 

You might be ready for a 
change, but that doesn't 
mean you should start ap- 
plying for jobs right away. 
Be clear about what you 
want before you © start 
searching, Zimmerman 
says. List the pros and cons 
of your current job. What 


A hiring sign is placed at a booth for prospective employers during a job fair Wednesday, Sept. 22, 
2021, in the West Hollywood section of Los Angeles. 


gave you © satisfaction? 
What didn't? This exercise 
will helo you get a better 
idea of what you want the 
next job to look like, she 
says. Next, drill down on the 
areas you identified. 

Say you've realized you 
want more flexibility or a 
better work-life balance 
in a new role. Define what 
that looks like, says Dana 
Theus, executive coach at 
InNPower Coaching in Alex- 
andria, Virginia. Flexibility 
could mean working non- 
traditional hours, working 
remotely, coming into the 
office a couple of days a 


week or something else. 
After you've fleshed out 
your goals, turn to job 
boards to research what 
people are recruiting for, 
Theus says. Write down 
the parts of a job descrip- 
tion that match your goals 
and gradually build your 
ideal job profile. You may 
not find the ideal job, but 
this will give you the confi- 
dence to articulate what 
your'e looking for to people 
in your professional network 
as well as during negotia- 
tions, she says. 

GET INTO THE NEGOTIATION 
HEADSPACE 


Associated Press 


Before entering a nego- 
tiation, know which terms 
you're willing to discuss and 
which ones are absolutely 
off the table, Zimmerman 
says. "You have to have the 
courage to believe that 
what's important to you is 
important to your compa- 
ny. If it's not, then you're go- 
ing to need to find another 
company." 

Identify your nonnegotia- 
bles, Zimmerman suggests, 
by asking yourself questions 
like: 

— Am | willing to take a 
lower salary if it means | 
could have more days to 


work from home? 

— Would | be OK taking 
fewer vacation days if | 
could have a flexible week- 
ly schedule? 

Write your answers on index 
cards that you can keep 
handy during interviews, 
she says. 

And before negotiations, si- 
lence your inner critic. 
Karen Chopra, a career 
counselor at ChopraCa- 
reers in Washington, D.C., 
says women are more likely 
to negotiate with them- 
selves on jobs and com- 
pensation. "Don't go for 
what you think you can 
get," she says. "Go for what 
you want." 

Do your research on com- 
pensation by talking to 
people in your network 
and on websites such as 
Glassdoor. Chopra advises 
women to build a broad 
and diverse network for a 
better idea of salaries. "You 
have to be asking every- 
one not what they make, 
but what is the range for 
the position that you are 
looking for," she says. 

PLAN YOUR TALKING POINTS 
When you're going through 
the interview process, virtu- 
ally or in person, here are 
tips to keep in mind: 

BRING UP YOUR TERMS EAR- 
LY. Don't wait until the final 
interview to bring up your 
must-haves, says Zimmer- 
man. You can approach 
the subject as early as your 
first call with a recruiter. (] 


New York Times buys viral word game Wordle 


NEW YORK (AP) — The New 
York Times said on Monday 
that it has bought Wordle, 
the free online word game 
that has exploded in pop- 
ularity and, for some, be- 
come a daily obsession. 

It listed the purchase price 
as being in the "low-seven 
but did not dis- 


figures," 
close specifics. 


The Times, which has 
popular word games like 
Spelling Bee and its cross- 
word puzzle, said "at the 
time it moves to The New 
York Times, Wordle will be 
free to play for new and 
existing players, and no 
changes will be made to 
its gameplay." 


Wordle was created by 
Josh Wardle, a Brooklyn 
software engineer. He 
originally made it for his 
partner, but released it 
to the public in October. 
On Nov. 1, only 90 peo- 
ple had played it. Within 
two months, that number 
had grown to 300,000 af- 
ter people began sharing 
their scores on social me- 
dia. Now, the simple puz- 
zle that lets players guess 
a five-letter word in six tries 
with no hints, has millions 
of daily players, The Times 
said. It's also become a 
viral online phenomenon, 
spurring copycats like "Air- 
portle," where you guess 


airport abbreviations, and 
"Queertle,” with words for 
the queer community. 

To play Wordle now, you 
have to visit its website. 
Simply type in a five-letter 
word. If any letters turn 
green, you got the right 
letter in the right place. 
Yellow letters mean right 
letter wrong place and 
gray letters mean they are 
not in the word of the day. 
Wordle's appeal has been 
in part due fo its simplicity, 
no bells and whistles or ads 
or asking for your email ad- 
dress to play — just a web- 
site with 30 blank squares 
and a keyboard. Some 
apps have tried to piggy- 


A sign for The New York Times hangs above the entrance to its 
building, Thursday, May 6, 2021 in New York. 


back on its success, Ccon- 
fusing people who down- 
loaded — or even paid 
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for — apps on their phone 
thinking it's the original 
Wordle.) 
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CROSSWORD WIEIRIAI Al 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 45 Gets older 
1 Nervous 
§ Different DOWN 
11 Makeshif =1 Coup d— 
Swing 2 Singing 
12 Half an star 
MTV 3 Visibility 
cartoon reducer 
pair 4 Wood 
13 State used for 


Yesterday's answer 
frankly ee 


14You) 5 Geman “Sete SSP 
sub Windsor 
15 mi 6 Unhappy 49 Fapruany 34 ie 
employ- ° VIP un 
16 ee ee's quest 90 Quiche 36 Move like 
prince i Refrain base molasses 
17"Swell” St 24 interlace 37 Peepers 
19Ring «8 hadi’ 22Desire 38 Tick off 
feature 9 oe 23 Be 39 Bunion 
= ieee 10Snaky 25 Skilled spot 
shape 29 Horsey 40 Forest tool 
41 Nabokov 
novel 


24 River boat 
26Scoop 16Cheering 30 Sulky 
state 


27 Marshy 
spats 

28 Crumpet's 
cousin 

30 LUXUTIOUS 

31 Crone 

32 Hive head 

34 Obsessed 
group 

35 Female 
rabbit 

38 Tilted type 

4] Sailor's 
cry 

42 Cyrano's 
love 

43 Catch 
some z's 

44 Quarter- 
back play 


a2 


AXYDLBAAKR 
is LON CEPEL LOW 
One letter stands for another In this sample. Aas uscd 
far tic thoee Ls, & for the myo O's. cle. Single detters, 


the Jength and fonnatian of the words 
Bach day the code letlers are different. 


CRYPTOQUOTE 


UPOSI opines, 
ure all hints, 
3.2 


ANHONPUOP AHSWKUOOPN ON 


PY] WHHOERINP NHBP HCO WUsA 


CHD URK PYJ AHASCHDPN FJ 


IQLHX. qkQabeusoaaq 
CBDLEORKOQ 

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: ONID WHO BUYS 
NEEDS ONT HLNDRED YTS: ONT: TS ENO 
FOR HIM WHO SELLS. — GERMAN PROVERB 


Tesla recall: 'Full Self-Driving' software 
runs stop signs 


A 2021 Model 3 sedan sits in a near-empty lot at a Tesla dealer- 
ship in Littleton, Colo. June 27, 2021. 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Auto Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — Tesla is re- 
calling nearly 54,000 cars 
and SUVs because their 
"Full Self-Driving" software 
lets them roll through stop 
signs without coming to a 
complete halt. 

Recall documents posted 
Tuesday by U.S. safety reg- 
ulators say that Tesla will 
disable the feature with an 
over-the-internet software 
update. The "rolling stop" 
feature allows vehicles to 
go through _ intersections 
with all-way stop signs at 
up to 5.6 miles (9 kilome- 
ters) per hour. 

The recall shows that Tesla 
programmed its vehicles 
to violate the law in most 
states, where police will 
ticket drivers for disregard- 
ing stop signs. The Gover- 
nors Highway Safety Asso- 
ciation, which represents 
state highway safety of- 
fices, said it is not aware of 
any state where a rolling 
stop is legal. 

Tesla agreed to the recall 
after two meetings with 
officials from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad- 
ministration, according to 
documents. 

Tesla said in documents 
that it knows of no crashes 
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or injuries caused by fea- 
ture. 

The recall covers Model S$ 
sedans and X SUVs from 
2016 through 2022, as well 
as 2017 to 2022 Model 3 
sedans and 2020 through 
2022 Model Y SUVs. 
Selected Tesla drivers are 
"peta testing" the "Full Self- 
Driving" software on pub- 
lic roads. The company 
says the cars cannot drive 
themselves and drivers 
must be ready to take ac- 
tion at all times. 

A firmware release to dis- 
able the rolling stops is ex- 
pected to be sent out in 
early February. 

Tesla, which disbanded its 
media relations depart- 
ment, did not comment 
Tuesday. 

NHTSA says failing to stop 
for a sign can increase 
the risk of a crash. "The Ve- 
hicle Safety Act prohibits 
manufacturers from selling 
vehicles with defects pos- 
ing unreasonable risks to 
safety, including intentional 
design choices that are un- 
safe," the agency said. "If 
the information shows that 
a safety risk may exist, NHT- 
SA will act immediately." 
Tesla introduced the "rolling 
stop" feature in a software 
update that was sent out 


4/1 


to the testing owners on 
Oct. 20, 2020. NHTSA met 
with Tesla on Jan. 10 and 
19 this year to discuss how 
the software operates, the 
documents said. On Jan. 
20, the company agreed 
to disable the rolling stops 
with the software update. 
The "rolling stop" feature 
let the Teslas go through 
all-way stop signs as long 
as the owner enabled the 
function. ) 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $25,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $17,500 

2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $15,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Garden view $42,500 
WK 52 Oceanside $55,000 
WK 7 and 14- all views 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 

2 Bed Oceanside $11,000 

2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 

2 Bed Garden view $6,000 

3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $29,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $18,000 
1 Bed ocean front $13,000 
1 Bed ocean View $11,000 
GOLD SEASON 

2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $9,500 

1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 

1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $8.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Divi Aruba Phoenix 

1 bed wk 20 unit 633 $11,000 
2 bed wk 11 unit 101 ground 
floor 

expires 2037 $16,500 

Other weeks are also available. 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property, 


Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext 104 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
www facedook com/groups/MarnottArubaSurt! 


www facebook. com/groups/MarriottAnubalOoean 


Classifieds 


HTTA 

For our clients 

Looking to Buy 

Marriott Ocean or Surf Club 
Platinum weeks all views 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Do you whant to sell your 
Time - Share or Condo in 
Aruba 

Contact the experts 37 years 
doing 

Honest business 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba. 
com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom week # 3,4,5 
Room # 4226 

with 25 weeks remain each 
Price : $7 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village resort 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 4 room#8203 

31 weeks remain $7 K 

2 BR Week 4 room #2359/2360 
25 weeks remain $15 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi village resort 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 5 room #8105 
15 weeks remain $7 K 
Studio week 6 room #6202 
16 weeks remain $7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 5 room # 2123 
23 weeks remain $7K 

1 Bedroom week 5 room # 
2321 

30 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

1 BR week 6 room # 2201 
18 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR week 7 room #336 A 
Pool/ Ocean view $ 10 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

3 BR, 3bath week 5 and 6 
Room # 1550 ground floor 
Price : $18 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
HTTA 


Barcelo resort 

Palm beach 

All inclusive 

3 BR week 6 and 7 

Top floor 

Price : $ 80 K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra del sol Golf 
Comunity gate 

3 BR, 2 1/2 bath 

Ocean view with garage 
Price : $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Rent Sale 
P/O Front wks 2 & 4 - 1 bedr 
wks 1,8,9,31,32,52 - 2 bedr 
wks can be switched 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

215065 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle beach 

2 BR, 2 Bath ground floor 
$650 K 

3 BR, 2 bath ground floor 
$800 K 

3 BR, 3 bath ground floor 
$1 Million 

3 BR , 3 1/2 bath 5 th floor 
$1,1Million 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House For sale 

Lago height 10min drive 

To baby beach 

3 BR ,2 bath 

Price $145 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215075 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

1 BR Week 8 room #14 

5 weeks $ 6K 

Studio week 7 room # 33 

10 weeks remain $ 6 K 

Studio week 8 room # 33 

22 weeks remain $7 K 

1 BR week 7/8 room #89 

7/5 weeks remain $7 K each 

Call:001-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215079 


For Sale 
Divi Village 
pool and ocean view, 
Deluxe studios, sleep 4 
Week 4- unit 7306 $9000 
Week 6- unit 7205 $7000 
Call 646 541 8726 USA 
Idankberg@nyc.rr.com 
214942 
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FOR RENT 
DIVI DUTCH 
Unit for 6 
one week april 06 to april 16 
2Beds / 2 Baths $ 2,300.00 
More info 305 5927333 

215070 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 518&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215060 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k); 
Week 13/1509 (13k); 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 


214832 


Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
Acc. #23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 


Assistant Director 
Xiomara Arends 
Editors 
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Richard Brooks 
Sales 
Linda Reijnders 
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HEALTH 


vv 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


|\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


(Child Abuse Prevention 
|Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Netflix documentary ‘Procession's' life beyond the film 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Filmmaker Robert Greene 
knows well the burden of 
responsibility in making a 
documentary. It's not just to 
the film itself, the audience 
or the storytelling. It's the re- 
sponsibility to the subjects 
in front of the camera. And 
in "Procession" the subjects 
were six men who decades 
ago were sexually abused 
by Roman Catholic priests 


and clergy. 
"| don't know that docu- 
mentaries change the 


world, but | do know that 
they change the lives of the 
people on screen," Greene 
said. "This is my seventh and 
| know how it can affect 
positively and negatively. If 
you have that knowledge, 
you have to build on it. You 
have to do something with 
that. And that's what this 
project is." 

There were a lot of ideas 
that had been circling in 
Greene's head by the time 
he saw a press conference 
on the news with four sur- 
vivors and their lawyer in 
Kansas City that would 
ultimately inspire the proj- 
ect. A lifetime student of 
documentary, Greene was 
thinking about our evolving 
relationship with cameras, 
the point of making films at 
all anymore and whether or 
not they could actually be 
used to help people. He'd 
recently read the book 


This image released by Netflix shows, from left, Joe Eldred, Ed Gavagan, Michael Sandridge, Tom 
Viviano, Dan Laurine and Mike Foreman from the documentary "Procession." 


"The Body Keeps the Score" 
and was introduced to the 
idea of drama therapy. 

So, Greene decided to call 
the lawyer he saw on tele- 
vision, Rebecca Randles, to 
start a conversation about 
exploring their story through 
drama therapy. 

"It wasn't about going to 
the guys and being like, 
‘Tell me how | can help you, 
or something ridiculous like 
that," Greene said. "It was, 
‘Rebecca, tell us why this is 
not a good idea.’ But she 
didn't say that." 

It began a three-year pro- 
cess in which survivors Joe 
Eldred, Mike Foreman, Ed 
Gavagan, Dan Laurine, Mi- 
chael Sandridge and Tom 
Viviano came together 
and with the help of drama 


therapist Monica Phinney 
created and performed 
scenes inspired by their 
memories. Greene was 
prepared to stop at any 
moment, if it got too hard 
for the men, or seemed to 
be doing more harm than 
good. But they always 
found good reasons to con- 
tinue. Since its premiere at 
the Telluride Film Festival, 
"Procession" has received 
near-universal acclaim, 
played to many stand- 
ing ovations and has even 
been shortlisted for a best 
documentary Oscar nomi- 
nation. And the response 
since it hit Netflix has been 
overwhelming for everyone 
involved, with family mem- 
bers, friends, strangers and 
survivors all reaching out to 
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express support or tell their 
stories. 

"The guys have even had 
to modulate it a little bit," 
Greene said. "This is a film 
that | genuinely do not 
think could have been 
made five years ago. | think 
what we're experiencing 
with all of the reach out 
from other survivors who've 
seen this film is just this idea 
of 'Oh my God, you can 
hold it like this.’ These are 
six very different men, but 
they're men, you knowe 
And they're tearful and 
they're holding each other 
and they're expressing love 
and brotherhood in a way 
that is unusual. And | think 
it's very inspiring." 

Early on in the process, 
Greene sat around in a 


circle with the men and 
promised that they would 
work hard to find the right 
audience. The point of 
doing these exercises on 
camera was to help other 
survivors after all. 

"So much of these guys ' lives 
are dictated by shame. 
It can be debilitating," 
Greene said. "So to see the 
guys walking out in front 
of the Metrograph The- 
ater and then a full crowd 
stands up and gives them a 
standing ovation? | mean, 
how many times in my life 
have | been cynical about 
the idea of a standing ova- 
tion after a documentary? 
Many, many times. And 
yet we embrace it instead 
of being cynical about it. 
We embrace the beauty 
of it and the love. That was 
transformative for those 
guys to be validated and 
say, 'Llook, you did good 
and well and what you 
are is not your worst mo- 
ment. What you are is not 
what happened to you. 
You were not damaged 
goods. You are not perma- 
nently destroyed. You have 
turned this awful, awful poi- 
son into medicine." 

"We promised them that 
we would try our hardest 
and then that kind of vali- 
dation," Greene added. 
"Lam a deeply flawed hu- 
man being. But | did not let 
them down in this regard. 
We didn't let them down."L) 


Rachel Maddow sang hiatus from MSNBC show until April 


we 


PO 


MSNBC television anchor Rachel Maddow, host of the Rachel 
Maddow Show, moderates a panel on Oct. 16, 2017, in Cam- 


bridge, Mass. 


By DAVID BAUDER 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rachel 
Maddow, MSNBC's most 
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popular personality, said 
Monday she will be tak- 
ing a hiatus from her prime 


time show until April to work 
on anew podcast and that 
a movie is being made of 
her first book and podcast 
about former Vice Presi- 
dent Spiro Agnew. 
"Change is good," she said 
on her show. "Change is 
absolutely terrifying, but in 
this case it's good." 

She said she's going to help 
out with the movie of "Bag 
Man" on former President 
Richard Nixon's disgraced 
vice president, to be direct- 
ed by Ben Stiller and pro- 
duced by "Saturday Night 
Live" executive producer 
Lorne Michaels. 

Maddow gave no details 
on her second podcast, 
being made for NBC Uni- 


versal. 

"| am super-excited to tell 
you about it when | have 
more to tell," said Mad- 
dow, who hosted her show 
from her home on Monday 
because she had been 
exposed to someone who 
had tested positive and 
shown symptoms of CO- 
VID-19. 

Although she'll be off from 
her regular show’ starting 
on Friday, she's expected 
to appear during MSNBC's 
coverage of some moajor 
events, like President Joe 
Biden's State of the Union 
address. Ali Velshi, her most 
frequent substitute host, 
and other MSNBC person- 
alities are expected to fill 


in on the regular evening 
telecast. 

Maddow's absence could 
be a glimpse into MSNBC's 
future. If has been widely 
reported that Maddow will 
step back from hosting her 
program every night as part 
of a new contract with the 
network, although MSNBC 
has never commented on 
that. Maddow hinted at it 
Monday by saying there 
will be "more hiatuses in the 
future." 

Losing her on a regular ba- 
sis Could be a challenge 
for the network, which has 
seen its viewership slip from 
the highs of the 2020 presi- 
dential election campaign 
and its aftermath.) 
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— Su nd a y GS _ ranch burt with a 
AN IHG" HOTEL Ais for your favorites! 
es Brunch __ sw.» 


For more information: 
+297 586 3600 
hiaruba@ihg.com 


Embiid turns dominant season for 76ers into case for MVP 


By DAN GELSTON 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Joel 
Embiid burst out of the 
76ers locker room with wild 
enthusiasm, and the 7-foot- 
er about wiped out staff 
members as he pinballed 
down a corridor to the 
court. With Embiid sitting 
out the game, Philadelphia 
pulled off an overtime thrill- 
er against Memphis, and 
the All-Star wanted to cel- 
ebrate with his teammates. 
The big man was just a by- 
stander in this one. Embiid 
stood by like a well-heeled 
fan in the front row as he 
smiled and high-fived the 
Sixers on their way back 
to the locker room. Tyrese 
Maxey only moments ear- 
lier had about been swal- 
lowed up by the crowd and 
the rush of the Sixers after a 
high-flying layup sealed the 
Sixers’ fifth straight win. 
Even when he's off, Embiid 
is always in the mix for the 
Sixers. 

"He's our MVP," Maxey said. 
That much around Phila- 
delphia is certain. 


Embiid is the first Sixer 


11:00 am to 2:00 pm 


*Kids 12 and under half price. Taxes not included a 
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Philadelphia 7éers center Joel Embiid (21) in action during the second half of an NBA basketball 
game against the Washington Wizards, Monday, Jan. 17, 2022, in Washington. 


named an All-Star starter 
for five straight seasons 
since Allen Iverson, and he 
just might be the front-run- 
ner for NBA MVP as well. 

The booming "MVP! MVP!" 
chants that Philly fans ser- 


enade him with each night 
could be certified fact by 
next opening night instead 
of simply a wishful melody. 

The biggest knock on Embi- 
id, the No. 3 pick in the 2014 
draft, over his career has 
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been conditioning and in- 
jury issues that have made 
his availability at times 
more fickle than durable. 
Through 38 games, Em- 
biid has largely put those 
concerns — remember 
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the days of load manage- 
ment? — to rest. 

He had a scheduled main- 
tenance day off Mon- 
day, ending a streak of 
21 straight games played, 
the second-longest stretch 
of his career. Embiid aver- 
aged 33.1 points during the 
streak to lift his season scor- 
ing average to 29.1 points 
per game, which ranked 
second in the league be- 
hind Kevin Durant's 29.3 
points entering Tuesday. 
Embiid did finish runner- 
up last season to Denver's 
Nikola Jokic in MVP vot- 
ing. While the Denver star 
was a deserving winner, he 
played in 72 games and 
logged 2,488 minutes to Em- 
biid's 51 games and 1,585 
minutes. Monday marked 
Embiid's 12th missed game, 
nine of which he missed 
due to health and safety 
protocols. The last time he 
sat out was Dec. 13 and his 
play over the last six weeks 
shot him to the top as the 
+230 favorite to win the 
MVP. award, according to 
FanDuel Sportsbook. L) 


MLB lockout talks to resume Tuesday as spring training nears 


By RONALD BLUM 

NEW YORK (AP) — Base- 
ball labor negotiations are 
set to resume Tuesday, just 
over two weeks before the 
scheduled start of a spring 
training that's threatened 
by a lockout. 

The sport's ninth work stop- 
page began Dec. 2 after 
the expiration of a five-year 
labor contract, and the 
sides did not meet again 
on the central economic 
issues until Jan. 24, when 
players withdrew their pro- 
posal for more liberalized 
free agency. 
Management responded 
the following day by with- 
drawing its proposal for 
more limited salary arbitra- 
tion. Clubs also accepted 


the union's framework to 
funnel additional money 
to pre-arbitration-eligible 
players from central rev- 
enue, offering a $10 mil- 
lion pool based on awards 
and WAR. The union has 
asked for $105 million for 
the group, usually about 30 
players annually. 

Tuesday's session will be the 
first on the central issues 
since then, and the sides 
don't agree on many eco- 
nomic proposals, leaving 
very little time to end the 
lockout and avoid disrupt- 
ing the Feb. 16 scheduled 
start of spring training work- 
outs. Players would need 
several days to travel to 
team complexes in Arizona 
and Florida, plus time to go 


through COVID-19  proto- 
cols. 

This is probably the last 
week to reach a deal that 
would allow a timely start 
to spring training. Own- 
ers are scheduled to meet 
from Feb. 8-10 in Orlando, 
Florida, making it less likely 
there could be negotia- 
tions over those days. 
Given the need for at least 
three weeks of workouts, 
opening day on March 
31 would be threatened if 
there is not an agreement 
by late February or early 
March. 

Players want arbitration eli- 
gibility extended to those 
with at least two years of 
major-league service, _ its 
level from 1974-86. L] 


" 4 7 =o 


4 . 
a 


Major League Baseball deputy commissioner Dan Halem, cen- 


ter, arrives for a meeting in New York, Monday, Jan. 24, 2022, 
for the first in-person baseball negotiating session since the 
MLB lockout began. At far left is Patrick Houlihan, Senior Vice 
President & Deputy General Counsel, Labor Relations at Ma- 
jor League Baseball, and second from left is Colorado Rockies 


owner Dick Montfort. 
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WEDNESDAY 2 -coruref OISPORTS 
Tom Brady retires after 22 seasons, 7 Super Bowl titles 


By ROB MAADDI 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Tom 
Brady, the most successful 
quarterback in NFL history, 
has retired after winning 
seven Super Bowls and set- 
ting numerous passing re- 
cords in an unprecedented 
22-year career. 

"This is difficult for me to 
write, but here it goes: | 
am not going to make that 
competitive commitment 
anymore," Brady wrote in a 
lengthy post on Instagram. 
"| have loved my NFL ca- 
reer, and now it is time to 
focus my time and energy 
on other things that require 
my attention." 

Brady has long stated his 
desire to soend more time 
with his wife, supermodel 
Gisele Bundchen, and 
three children despite still 
playing at the top of his 
game. 

The 44-year-old Brady goes 
out after leading the Tam- 
pa Bay Buccaneers to a 
Super Bowl title last season 
and NFC South champion- 
ship this season. 

News of Brady's pending 
retirement leaked Satur- 
day. His family and the 
Buccaneers denied that he 
had made a final decision, 
and he said Monday night 
on his SiriusXM podcast he 
wasn't ready to finalize his 
plans. 

That came Tuesday morn- 
ing. 

"I've done a lot of reflecting 
the past week and have 
asked myself difficult ques- 
tions," Brady said. "And lam 
so proud of what we have 
achieved. My teammates, 
coaches, fellow competi- 
tors, and fans deserve 100% 
of me, but right now, it's 
best | leave the field of play 
to the next generation of 
dedicated and committed 
athletes." 

Brady thanked the Buc- 
caneers organization, his 
teammates, ownership, 
general manager Jason 
Licht, coach Bruce Arians, 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Rob Gronkowski, left, and quarterback Tom Brady (12) cel- 
ebrate after the NFL Super Bowl 55 football game against the Kansas City Chiefs in Tampa, Fla., 


Feb. 7, 2021. 


his trainer Alex Guerrero, 
agents Don Yee and Steve 
Dubin and his family in his 
nine-page post. He didn't 
mention the New England 
Patriots, where he spent 
his first 20 seasons and won 
six Super Bowls. Of course, 
Brady thanked the Patriots 
and coach Bill Belichick af- 
ter he left the team to sign 
with the Buccaneers two 
years ago. 

Brady said he's still figur- 
ing out how he'll spend his 
time, but he plans to be 
involved in his TB12 health 
and wellness company, 
Brady clothing line and NFT 
company. 

"| know for sure | want to 
spend a lot of time giving 
to others and trying to en- 
rich other people's lives, just 
as so many have done for 
me," he said. 

Brady led the NFL in yards 


passing (5,316), touch- 
downs (43), completions 
(485) and attempts (719) in 
2021, but the Buccaneers 
lost at home to the Los An- 
geles Rams in the divisional 
round. 

Brady leaves as the ca- 
reer leader in yards passing 
(84,520) and TDs (624). He's 
the only player to win more 
than five Super Bowls and 
was MVP of the game five 
times. 

Widely considered the 
greatest quarterback to 
play the game, Brady won 
three NFL MVP awards, was 
a first-team All-Pro three 
times and was selected to 
the Pro Bowl 15 times. He 
was 243-73 in his career in 
the regular season and 35- 
12 in the playoffs. 

"To finish a 22-year career 
while still performing at his 
peak was nothing short of 
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extraordinary," Licht said. 
"| wish we had more time 
with Tom, but | understand 
and respect his decision to 
leave the game in order to 
spend more time with his 
family." 

Brady went from 199th pick 
in the 2000 draft to replac- 
ing an injured Drew Bledsoe 
in 2001 and leading New 
England to a Super Bowl 
victory over the heavily fa- 
vored Rams that season. 
Brady led the Patriots to 
consecutive Super Bowl 
titles following the 2003-04 
seasons. No team has since 
repeated as champions. 
But New England wouldn't 
win another one for a de- 
cade, twice losing to the 
New York Giants in the Su- 
per Bowl, including a 17-14 
defeat on Feb. 3, 2008, that 
prevented the Patriots from 
completing a perfect sea- 
son. 

Brady earned his fourth ring 
after the 2014 season. Two 
years later, in the biggest 
Super Bowl comeback, he 
led the Patriots out of a 28-3 
deficit in the third quarter 
against Atlanta to win in 
overtime for No. 5. Brady 
got his sixth championship 
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when New England beat 
the Rams following the 
2018 season. 

He joined the Buccaneers 
in 2020 amid a pandemic, 
instantly transforming a 
franchise that hadn't won 
a playoff game in 18 years. 
His buddy Rob Gronkowski 
came out of retirement to 
join him and they helped 
the Buccaneers become 
the first team to play in a 
Super Bowl in its stadium. 
"He set a standard and 
helped create a culture 
that took our team to the 
mountaintop,” Arians said. 
Brady reached the playoffs 
19 times, won 18 division 
titles, went 10-4 in confer- 
ence championships and 
7-3 in Super Bowls. 

After starting his first game 
on Sept. 30, 2001, Brady 
was under center for ev- 
ery game except when he 
suffered a season-ending 
knee injury in Week 1 in 2008 
and the first four games 
in 2016 when he sat out a 
suspension because of the 
deflated footballs scandal. 
"An incredible competi- 
tor and leader, his stellar 
career is remarkable for its 
longevity but also for the 
sustained excellence he 
displayed year after year," 
NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell said in a_ state- 
ment. 

Known for his work ethic, 
intense exercise regimen 
and strict diet, Brady was 
better with age. 

After turning 37, Brady won 
four Super Bowls and was 
17-4 in the playoffs. He was 
95-30, completed 65.2% of 
his passes for 35,371 yards, 
265 TDs, 69 interceptions 
and 100.2 passer rating in 
the regular season in those 
eight seasons. 

"| have always believed the 
sport of football is an ‘all- 
in' proposition — if a 100% 
competitive commitment 
isn't there, you won't suc- 
ceed, and success is what 
| love so much about our 
game," Brady said. "There 
is a physical, mental, and 
emotional challenge every 
single day that has allowed 
me to maximize my highest 
potential. And | have tried 
my very best these past 22 
years. There are no short- 
cuts to success on the field 
or in life." 


